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THE WASHINGTON POST
18 February 1981

% Pentagon official, said.yester-,, .

| Allggéti Tafg;t
., Of Soviet Spies
 Gelsa New b

LR R L A

s ~Maj. .James R. Holbrook,
"ywhom_the Russians allegedly
_7,attempted to recruit as a spy
“-while he was assigned to the
U5 embassy in Moscow, has.
<8 .mew assignment with the:.
‘.j-}:.,Défense;,Intelligencé’Agency, a-

v day., .o RN S e R
" Holbrook, an’ Afmy linguist. -~
;. originally had been tapped for
.. possible assignment to the of-""
~fice of Vice President George -
_ Bush, "but officials said the ..
. .major ‘requested’. that he he
“given " another . job instead.
.. There was no -explanation of
- why he did this. . e e
" He left Moscow Jan. 17 and
.~took over his assignment with -
-+ DIA on Jan. 28, officials said. . .
.. The US. embassy in Mos-:
" cow has refused to comment
..-on reports that Holbrook, 41,
-8 US. Army attache, hurriedly
. left the Soviet Union after a
- mysterious incident in which.
_Soviet agents may . have. set., ..
~ him up for blackmail and re--

cruitment asaspy. . . .
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